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his fine feathers in the story of the great flood is our old
friend the new moon, who, " like many lunar beings, is very
greedy " ; so when the parrot eats till he is like to burst,
this cannot possibly have any other signification than that
the moon is waxing to the full, and so on and so on. Nothing
escapes the lunar net in which Dr. Preuss catches all the
beings that figure in the myths and folk-tales of the Uitoto.
In one form or another everybody and everything is the moon :
the changes may be rung on the new moon and the old moon,
the bright moon and the dark moon, the waxing moon, the
full moon, and the waning moon ; a character may disguise
himself as he pleases and make a bolt for freedom, but Dr.
Preuss is on his track and will sooner or later catch him up,
tear the mask from his face, and reveal to us the moon, the
moon, and nothing but the moon. In short, the moon is to
Dr. Preuss what King Charles's head was to Mr. Dick :
it amounts to an obsession, which seriously detracts from
the value of an otherwise meritorious work. Dr. Preuss
promises to complete the book by a second volume, which
will contain myths, songs, and a lexicon of the language.
We hope in the interest of science that he will carry out his
intention, and that in the interval he will seriously reconsider
his lunar theory and reduce it within more reasonable limits,